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FEDERAL LEADERSHIP

CANADIANS RATE PRIME MINISTERS
OVER THE LAST 40 YEARS

Trudeau the best prime minister;
Mulroney the worst, say Canadians

Trudeau leadership still resonates nationwide—
ranks best on international relations,
national unity, and more

Chrétien rates best on environment, worst on U.S.
relations, international affairs, and health care

Mulroney, Martin rate well in Quebec;
Harper beloved in Alberta, reviled by Atlantic Canada

From June 15 to 18, 2007, Angus Reid Strategies conducted an online survey among a randomly
selected, representative sample of 1,028 adult Canadians. The margin of error for the total sample is
+3.1%, 19 times out of 20. The results have been statistically weighted according to the most current
education, age, gender and region Census data to ensure a sample representative of the entire adult
population of Canada. Discrepancies in or between totals are due to rounding.

Canadians rate the prime ministers over the past 40 years
Contact: Craig Worden, Vice President, Public Affairs
416-644-4038 or craig.worden@angus-reid.com
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[VANCOUVER - June 28, 2007] — Nearly 40 years after he first came to power,
Pierre Trudeau’s tenure as prime minister continues to stand out for Canadians, a
new Angus Reid Strategies poll has found.

In the online survey of a representative national sample, 42 per cent of Canadians
rate Trudeau as Canada’s best prime minister since 1968. Trudeau is the top choice
across every region in the country and almost all demographics.

Trudeau also emerges as the leader with the best record on four of eight national
issues, more than any other prime minister. Canadians believe Trudeau did better
than any other leader on international relations (31%), health care (21%),
federal/provincial relations (18%), and national unity (31%).

However, Canadians also rank Trudeau as the worst prime minister on
federal/provincial relations (19%) and national unity (19%), likely owing to
controversial political moves such as the National Energy Program and the
Constitution Act, 1982. Trudeau also rates as the worst prime minister on the
economy (tied with Mulroney at 17%) and aboriginal affairs (12%).

The poll also finds that Brian Mulroney is considered Canada’s worst prime minister,
with 21 per cent selecting him as the worst leader since 1968. Mulroney, who was
prime minister from 1984 to 1993, was widely unpopular during his leadership
because of patronage scandals and the introduction of the GST, among other things.

But Mulroney ranks highly in Quebec. Quebeckers rate him second to Trudeau as
best prime minister since 1968 (28% to Trudeau’s 32%), and Bloc Quebecois voters
especially believe Mulroney is the best overall leader (40% to Trudeau’s 27%). Paul
Martin also does well in Quebec, with many seeing him as having the best record on
six of the eight national issues included in the survey (all but aboriginal affairs and
international relations).

Instead, Quebeckers see Jean Chrétien as the worst prime minister of Canada over
the past 40 years, picked by 28 per cent of Quebec respondents and 40 per cent of
BQ voters. Alberta also agrees, with 30 per cent of Albertans picking Chrétien as the
worst leader.

Chrétien, however, does rate as the leader with the best record on two national
issues—the environment (11% - tied with Stephen Harper and Paul Martin) and
aboriginal affairs (15%). But he ranks as the worst on U.S. relations (20%),
international relations (15%), and health care (13%).

Mulroney is considered to have the best record on U.S. relations (29%), likely due to
his close relationship with then-president Ronald Reagan and the negotiation of free
trade agreements during his term. And Paul Martin is selected by 19 per cent of
Canadians as the leader with the best record on the economy.
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In Alberta, Stephen Harper enjoys a high degree of popularity, ranking second to
Trudeau as best prime minister since 1968 (22% to Trudeau’s 26%). Albertans also
consider Harper to have the best record on six of the eight national issues in the poll
(all but U.S. and international relations). Again, Chrétien is seen as the worst prime
minister overall by Albertans.

But in Atlantic Canada, 28 per cent pick Harper as the worst leader since 1968, with
Mulroney coming a close second (27%). Possibly owing to the recent furor over the

Atlantic Accord, Atlantic Canadians rate Harper as having the worst record on seven
of the eight national issues discussed in the survey (all but U.S. relations).

As well, across Canada, Harper ranks worst on the environment (21%) and health
care (13% — tied with Chrétien).

Related polls:

Angus Reid Political Tracker: Little momentum for main federal parties (June 22, 2007)
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=75&page=1

The Green Party — What Do Canadians Think? (June 20, 2007)
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm ?fuseaction=news&newsid=74

Low opinion of Liberals on environment, ethical behaviour (June 19, 2007)
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=73

NDP could gain from discontent with Tories and Liberals (June 18, 2007)
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=72
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The Best Prime Ministers, As Rated on Eight National Issues
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The Worst Prime Ministers, As Rated on Eight National Issues
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Angus Reid Strategies is a North American full-service polling and market research firm which is a
leader in the use of the Internet and rich media technology to collect high-quality, in-depth insights for
a wide array of clients. Dr. Angus Reid and the Angus Reid Strategies team are pioneers in online
research methodologies, and have been conducting online surveys since 1995. Located in
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, and Montreal, our team of specialists provides solutions across every
type and sector of research.

Angus Reid Strategies polls are conducted using the Angus Reid Forum online panel
(www.angusreidforum.com), which is recruited via an industry-leading process that incorporates a
randomized, widespread invitation approach and a triple opt-in screening procedure. The panel is
maintained through state-of-the-art sampling techniques and frequent verifications of personal
identity, contact information, and demographic characteristics. This premier online survey platform
presents respondents with highly visual, interactive, and engaging surveys, ensuring that panel
members provide thoughtful and reliable responses.

Angus Reid Strategies has been successful in predicting the outcome of this year’s provincial
elections:

In Quebec: htto.//www.angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm ?fuseaction=news&newsid=37

In Manitoba: http.//www.anqusreidstrateqgies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=56

More information on the way Angus Reid Strategies conducts public opinion research can be found
at hitp://www.angusreidstrategies.com/uploads/pages/pdfs/ARS.ARF WHITE PAPER.pdf

-30 -

For more information, please contact
our spokesperson listed in the footnote.

Copies of this poll are available on our website:
www.angusreidstrategies.com
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