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HHAARRPPEERR  GGOOEESS  AABBRROOAADD  
  

PPIICCKK   HHUUMMAANN  RRIIGGHHTTSS  OOVVEERR  FFRREEEE  TTRRAADDEE,,  
SSEEVVEENN--IINN--TTEENN  CCAANNAADDIIAANNSS  SSAAYY    

  
7733%%  aaggrreeee  tthhaatt   CCaannaaddaa  sshhoouulldd  nnoott  sseeeekk  ff rreeee  ttrraaddee    

aaggrreeeemmeennttss  wwiitthh  ddeevveellooppiinngg  ccoouunnttrr iieess  tthhaatt     
hhaavvee  dduubbiioouuss  hhuummaann  rr iigghhttss  rreeccoorrddss  

  
7700%%  ssaayy  CCaannaaddaa  iiss  oobbll iiggaatteedd  ttoo  hheellpp  ppoooorreerr  ccoouunnttrr iieess  

  
TThhrreeee--iinn--ff iivvee  ((6611%%))  ssaayy  CCaannaaddaa  iiss  ddooiinngg  aa  bbaadd  jjoobb    

oonn  gglloobbaall   wwaarrmmiinngg,,  bbuutt  aallmmoosstt  hhaall ff   ((4477%%))  ssaayy    
tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy  ddooeess  wweell ll   oonn  hhuummaanniittaarr iiaann  aaiidd    

  
2222%%  ppiicckk  GGoovveerrnnoorr--GGeenneerraall   MMiicchhaaëëll llee  JJeeaann    
aass  CCaannaaddaa’’ss  bbeesstt  aammbbaassssaaddoorr  ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrlldd;;     

1177%%  cchhoooossee  SStteepphheenn  LLeewwiiss,,  aanndd    
oonnllyy  33%%  ppiicckk  PPeetteerr  MMaaccKKaayy    

  
CCaannaaddaa  sshhoouulldd  ffooccuuss  ii ttss  ddiipplloommaatt iicc  eeffffoorrttss    

oonn  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn  ((7700%%)),,  LLaatt iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa  ((4455%%))  
  

From July 16 to 17, 2007, Angus Reid Strategies conducted an online survey among a randomly 
selected, representative sample of 1,006 adult Canadians. The margin of error for the total sample is 
+3.1 %, 19 times out of 20. The results have been statistically weighted according to the most current 
education, age, gender and region Census data to ensure a sample representative of the entire adult 
population of Canada. Discrepancies in or between totals are due to rounding.
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[VANCOUVER – July 19, 2007] – As Stephen Harper opens trade talks with 
Colombia, seven-in-ten Canadians say Canada should not pursue free trade 
agreements without taking a country’s human rights records into account, a new 
Angus Reid Strategies poll has found. 
 
In the online poll of a representative national sample, 73 per cent of Canadians 
agree with the statement “Canada should not seek free trade agreements with 
developing countries that have dubious human rights records.” Canadians also rank 
the European Union as their top target for Canadian diplomatic and trade efforts 
(70%), with Latin America and the Caribbean second (49%) and China third (45%). 
 
As well, 70 per cent do not believe that Canada should take the view of the United 
States into account in deciding on its foreign policies, and two-thirds (67%) also feel 
that national strength and prosperity should remain a key priority. 
 
But Canadians do feel strongly about actively providing help in world affairs. Over 
half (55%) think that Canada should act to intervene in another country’s internal 
affairs when necessary. And 70 per cent agree that as a wealthier nation, Canada 
has an obligation to help poorer nations. 
 
In fact, almost half of Canadians think the country is doing a good job on the global 
issue of humanitarian aid to the developing world (47%). However, three-in-five 
(61%) do not believe Canada is doing well on global warming, and 43 per cent think 
the nation is doing a bad job with regard to peace in the Middle East.  
 
And while nearly half (46%) think Canada is doing a bad job on the war in 
Afghanistan, opinion is more split over the global fight against terrorism and on Arctic 
sovereignty. 
 
As for the question of who is doing the best to represent Canada internationally, 
Canadians rank Governor-General Michaëlle Jean as the greatest ambassador for 
the country (22%).  
 
Former UN ambassador and HIV/AIDS activist Stephen Lewis ranks second, 
selected by 17 per cent of respondents, followed by Prime Minister Stephen Harper, 
chosen by 16 per cent. Fourteen per cent choose Louise Arbour, UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, and she is also the top choice for Quebec 
respondents (31%). 
 
Shockingly, Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay ranks very low, with just 3 per 
cent selecting him as the top spokesperson for Canada in the world. Only Dick 
Pound ranks lower—the former Olympic vice-president and chairman of the World 
Anti-Doping Agency garners support from only 2 per cent of respondents.  
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Related releases:  
 
Gender gap grows over Afghan mission (Jul. 16, 2007 ) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=83 
 
Arrested in a foreign country – would Canada help y ou out? (Jun. 26, 2007) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=77 
 
Khadr case – Should Canada intervene for his releas e? (Jun. 12, 2007) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=69 
  
Canadians still unhappy with Afghan mission (Jun. 7 , 2007) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=67 
 
Canadians reject Baird’s views on global warming (M ay 1, 2007) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=49 
 
Celil case – Canadians want Ottawa to act (May 2, 2 007) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=50 
 
Canadians impatient with Afghan mission (Apr. 25, 2 007) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=47 
 
Afghan mission about war, not peace (Feb. 27, 2007)  
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=24 
 
Arrested abroad – would Canada help you out (Feb. 2 0, 2007) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=19 
 
Canadian jailed in China – what should Canada do? ( Feb. 19, 2007) 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=18 
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22% pick Michaëlle Jean as Canada’s greatest ambass ador in the world   
Q. Next, we'd like to ask you some questions about Canada's role in the world.  

Personally, which of these people would you say is currently Canada's greatest ambassador in the world? 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Foreign Affairs Minister 
Peter MacKay 3% 3% 10% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 3% 

Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper 16% 11% 32% 22% 16% 13% 4% 19% 13% 

Governor-General 
Michaëlle Jean 22% 24% 24% 26% 18% 26% 25% 20% 25% 

Former ambassador to 
the United Nations (UN) 
Stephen Lewis 

17% 23% 12% 17% 25% 5% 19% 19% 16% 

United Nations (UN) High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Louise Arbour 

14% 6% 7% 2% 9% 31% 14% 14% 14% 

Chairman of the World 
Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) Dick Pound 

2% 1% 0% 0% 2% 3% 0% 3% 0% 

Not sure 27% 32% 15% 30% 29% 21% 36% 23% 30% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Foreign Affairs Minister 
Peter MacKay 3% 3% 3% 5% 1% 0% 

Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper 16% 44% 6% 1% 6% 13% 

Governor-General 
Michaëlle Jean 22% 20% 30% 20% 28% 19% 

Former ambassador to 
the United Nations (UN) 
Stephen Lewis 

17% 7% 29% 27% 1% 33% 

United Nations (UN) High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Louise Arbour 

14% 9% 12% 14% 31% 25% 

Chairman of the World 
Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) Dick Pound 

2% 2% 1% 2% 5% 1% 

Not sure 27% 15% 19% 32% 27% 9% 
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Canadians are split over the country’s performance on Arctic sovereignty   

Q. Here is a list of global issues. In your view, has the current federal government done a good job or  
a bad job in dealing with each one of these global issues? 

Canada's Arctic sovereignty 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Good job 30% 29% 44% 32% 25% 31% 26% 38% 22% 

Bad job 27% 32% 19% 24% 31% 23% 31% 30% 25% 

Not sure 43% 39% 37% 45% 43% 46% 43% 32% 53% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Good job 30% 51% 21% 27% 28% 15% 

Bad job 27% 19% 40% 26% 17% 52% 

Not sure 43% 30% 39% 47% 55% 34% 

 
 

61% think Canada is doing a bad job on global warmi ng  
Q. Here is a list of global issues. In your view, has the current federal government done a good job or  

a bad job in dealing with each one of these global issues? 
- Global warming 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Good job 19% 12% 33% 18% 18% 23% 12% 17% 22% 

Bad job 61% 67% 46% 53% 60% 66% 68% 67% 56% 

Not sure 19% 21% 21% 30% 22% 12% 20% 16% 23% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Good job 19% 40% 8% 11% 21% 4% 

Bad job 61% 35% 84% 72% 72% 86% 

Not sure 19% 26% 7% 17% 7% 10% 
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Almost half (47%) think Canada is doing well on hum anitarian aid  

Q. Here is a list of global issues. In your view, has the current federal government done a good job or  
a bad job in dealing with each one of these global issues? 

- Humanitarian aid for the developing world 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Good job 47% 30% 49% 40% 44% 59% 52% 47% 47% 

Bad job 30% 38% 30% 24% 31% 27% 29% 29% 31% 

Not sure 23% 32% 21% 36% 26% 14% 19% 24% 22% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Good job 47% 66% 34% 36% 59% 15% 

Bad job 30% 12% 49% 41% 28% 61% 

Not sure 23% 22% 17% 23% 14% 24% 

 
 

Almost half (46%) think Canada is doing poorly on t he war in Afghanistan  
Q. Here is a list of global issues. In your view, has the current federal government done a good job or  

a bad job in dealing with each one of these global issues? 
- The war in Afghanistan 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Good job 39% 32% 57% 32% 40% 36% 31% 42% 35% 

Bad job 46% 53% 34% 51% 42% 49% 55% 48% 45% 

Not sure 15% 16% 9% 17% 17% 15% 14% 10% 20% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Good job 39% 74% 26% 23% 20% 25% 

Bad job 46% 17% 63% 65% 58% 61% 

Not sure 15% 8% 11% 12% 23% 14% 
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43% think Canada is doing poorly on peace in the Mi ddle East  
Q. Here is a list of global issues. In your view, has the current federal government done a good job or  

a bad job in dealing with each one of these global issues? 
- Peace in the Middle East 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Good job 29% 18% 38% 29% 28% 34% 23% 27% 31% 

Bad job 43% 52% 43% 37% 44% 42% 41% 48% 39% 

Not sure 28% 29% 19% 35% 28% 25% 36% 25% 31% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Good job 29% 48% 18% 19% 36% 13% 

Bad job 43% 22% 62% 58% 41% 68% 

Not sure 28% 30% 20% 23% 23% 19% 

 
 

Canadians are split over how the country is  
doing in the global fight against terrorism   

Q. Here is a list of global issues. In your view, has the current federal government done a good job or  
a bad job in dealing with each one of these global issues? 

- The global fight against terrorism 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Good job 36% 26% 43% 39% 35% 39% 37% 40% 32% 

Bad job 37% 45% 30% 35% 39% 34% 36% 38% 36% 

Not sure 26% 29% 26% 26% 25% 27% 26% 21% 31% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Good job 36% 62% 22% 27% 32% 21% 

Bad job 37% 18% 57% 48% 34% 61% 

Not sure 26% 20% 20% 25% 34% 18% 
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70% do not  think the U.S. should factor into Canadian foreign  policy   
Q. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 

In deciding on its foreign policies, Canada should take into account the views of the United States. 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 5% 10% 7% 7% 3% 6% 0% 6% 4% 

Moderately agree 21% 18% 25% 19% 26% 15% 24% 21% 21% 

Moderately disagree 26% 20% 34% 22% 32% 19% 23% 26% 25% 

Strongly disagree 44% 45% 32% 48% 35% 57% 53% 45% 43% 

Not sure 4% 7% 2% 4% 4% 3% 0% 1% 6% 

(Net) Agree 26% 28% 32% 26% 29% 21% 24% 27% 26% 

(Net) Disagree 70% 65% 66% 70% 67% 76% 76% 72% 68% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Strongly agree 5% 6% 3% 4% 3% 4% 

Moderately agree 21% 40% 19% 6% 12% 22% 

Moderately disagree 26% 29% 27% 33% 11% 29% 

Strongly disagree 44% 23% 51% 54% 72% 46% 

Not sure 4% 2% 1% 2% 2% 0% 

(Net) Agree 26% 46% 22% 11% 15% 26% 

(Net) Disagree 70% 52% 77% 87% 83% 74% 
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67% think Canada should keep a focus on national st rength and prosperity  

Q. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 
Canada should not think so much in international terms but concentrate more on  

its national problems and building up strength and prosperity at home. 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 30% 26% 29% 27% 32% 32% 22% 30% 29% 

Moderately agree 37% 33% 34% 38% 35% 38% 51% 35% 39% 

Moderately disagree 21% 26% 22% 30% 21% 16% 17% 24% 18% 

Strongly disagree 10% 8% 13% 3% 9% 12% 10% 10% 9% 

Not sure 3% 6% 2% 1% 3% 1% 0% 1% 4% 

(Net) Agree 67% 59% 63% 66% 67% 70% 73% 65% 68% 

(Net) Disagree 31% 34% 35% 33% 30% 29% 27% 34% 28% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Strongly agree 30% 27% 24% 33% 36% 23% 

Moderately agree 37% 37% 40% 34% 40% 33% 

Moderately disagree 21% 24% 26% 19% 16% 22% 

Strongly disagree 10% 12% 11% 9% 8% 22% 

Not sure 3% 0% 1% 5% 0% 1% 

(Net) Agree 67% 64% 63% 67% 76% 56% 

(Net) Disagree 31% 36% 36% 29% 24% 43% 
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55% do not  think Canada should never intervene in other count ries’ affairs  

Q. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 
Canada should never intervene in another country’s internal affairs, even as  
part of an international coalition mandated by the United Nations or NATO. 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 14% 14% 10% 7% 13% 20% 15% 16% 13% 

Moderately agree 23% 19% 20% 20% 21% 34% 13% 21% 26% 

Moderately disagree 35% 38% 30% 43% 34% 29% 49% 35% 34% 

Strongly disagree 20% 14% 36% 23% 23% 13% 20% 24% 17% 

Not sure 7% 14% 4% 7% 8% 4% 3% 4% 10% 

(Net) Agree 38% 33% 30% 26% 35% 54% 29% 37% 38% 

(Net) Disagree 55% 52% 66% 67% 57% 42% 69% 59% 51% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Strongly agree 14% 11% 13% 9% 26% 12% 

Moderately agree 23% 19% 23% 31% 26% 30% 

Moderately disagree 35% 32% 41% 36% 30% 38% 

Strongly disagree 20% 35% 19% 17% 11% 20% 

Not sure 7% 3% 3% 8% 7% 0% 

(Net) Agree 38% 30% 37% 40% 53% 42% 

(Net) Disagree 55% 67% 60% 52% 40% 58% 
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70% think Canada has an obligation to help poorer c ountries  
Q. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 

Since Canada is a rich country, it has a responsibility to help poorer nations. 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 26% 30% 19% 28% 26% 27% 29% 27% 25% 

Moderately agree 44% 36% 46% 52% 41% 46% 50% 46% 41% 

Moderately disagree 18% 20% 21% 11% 19% 19% 13% 16% 20% 

Strongly disagree 9% 7% 9% 10% 11% 6% 8% 8% 9% 

Not sure 3% 7% 5% 0% 4% 2% 0% 2% 5% 

(Net) Agree 70% 65% 65% 79% 67% 73% 79% 74% 66% 

(Net) Disagree 27% 27% 30% 20% 30% 25% 21% 25% 29% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Strongly agree 26% 16% 32% 37% 26% 58% 

Moderately agree 44% 50% 46% 37% 46% 27% 

Moderately disagree 18% 22% 14% 17% 24% 4% 

Strongly disagree 9% 12% 6% 6% 2% 6% 

Not sure 3% 0% 2% 1% 2% 5% 

(Net) Agree 70% 66% 78% 75% 72% 85% 

(Net) Disagree 27% 34% 20% 24% 26% 11% 
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73% think Canada should not seek free trade agreeme nts with developing 

countries that have dubious human rights records  
Q. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements? 

Canada should not seek free trade agreements with developing countries that have dubious human rights records. 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 42% 43% 41% 41% 40% 45% 40% 39% 45% 

Moderately agree 31% 32% 28% 33% 35% 26% 32% 32% 31% 

Moderately disagree 16% 12% 22% 19% 12% 20% 22% 20% 13% 

Strongly disagree 5% 5% 4% 3% 5% 7% 1% 7% 3% 

Not sure 5% 7% 5% 5% 8% 2% 5% 3% 8% 

(Net) Agree 73% 76% 69% 73% 75% 72% 71% 70% 76% 

(Net) Disagree 21% 17% 26% 22% 17% 26% 24% 27% 16% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

Strongly agree 42% 34% 41% 49% 43% 55% 

Moderately agree 31% 30% 36% 36% 29% 26% 

Moderately disagree 16% 25% 14% 8% 21% 18% 

Strongly disagree 5% 9% 5% 3% 5% 1% 

Not sure 5% 2% 4% 4% 2% 1% 

(Net) Agree 73% 65% 77% 85% 72% 80% 

(Net) Disagree 21% 33% 19% 11% 26% 19% 
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70% think Canada should focus diplomatic and  

commercial efforts on the European Union  
Q. Which of these countries or regions do you think Canada should strengthen its diplomatic  

and commercial ties with? You can select as many as you want. 

   Region Gender 
 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

United States 40% 32% 55% 38% 43% 35% 43% 41% 40% 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean 45% 49% 49% 44% 44% 40% 48% 49% 40% 

European Union 70% 65% 65% 62% 69% 76% 72% 76% 64% 

Russia 29% 27% 25% 40% 30% 30% 14% 33% 24% 

China 43% 40% 45% 47% 40% 45% 49% 47% 39% 

Africa 31% 32% 31% 36% 30% 29% 30% 30% 31% 

None of these 6% 9% 2% 11% 7% 4% 0% 2% 10% 

 

  Vote in next  
federal election 

 
Total Con Lib NDP BQ Green 

United States 40% 64% 33% 30% 31% 24% 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean 45% 45% 43% 53% 56% 63% 

European Union 70% 71% 74% 73% 84% 81% 

Russia 29% 28% 22% 38% 38% 31% 

China 43% 41% 43% 42% 46% 40% 

Africa 31% 21% 33% 40% 44% 48% 

None of these 6% 1% 2% 3% 5% 3% 
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Angus Reid Strategies is a North American full-service polling and market research firm which is a 
leader in the use of the Internet and rich media technology to collect high-quality, in-depth insights for 
a wide array of clients. Dr. Angus Reid and the Angus Reid Strategies team are pioneers in online 
research methodologies, and have been conducting online surveys since 1995. Located in 
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, and Montreal, our team of specialists provides solutions across every 
type and sector of research. 

 
Angus Reid Strategies polls are conducted using the Angus Reid Forum online panel 
(www.angusreidforum.com), which is recruited via an industry-leading process that incorporates a 
randomized, widespread invitation approach and a triple opt-in screening procedure. The panel is 
maintained through state-of-the-art sampling techniques and frequent verifications of personal 
identity, contact information, and demographic characteristics. This premier online survey platform 
presents respondents with highly visual, interactive, and engaging surveys, ensuring that panel 
members provide thoughtful and reliable responses. 
 
Angus Reid Strategies has been successful in predicting the outcome of this year’s provincial 
elections: 

In Quebec: http://www.angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=37 
In Manitoba: http://www.angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=56 

 
More information on the way Angus Reid Strategies conducts public opinion research can be found 
at http://www.angusreidstrategies.com/uploads/pages/pdfs/ARS.ARF_WHITE_PAPER.pdf  
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For more information, please contact 

our spokesperson listed in the footnote. 
 

Copies of this poll are available on our website: 
www.angusreidstrategies.com 


