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DDAARRFFUURR  
  

MMAANNYY  CCAANNAADDIIAANNSS  SSUUPPPPOORRTT    
SSEENNDDIINNGG  TTRROOOOPPSS  WWIITTHH  UUNN  

  
IIff  UUNN  aasskkeedd,,  nneeaarrllyy  hhaallff  ((4488%%))  wwoouulldd  ssuuppppoorrtt    
sseennddiinngg  CCaannaaddiiaann  ttrrooooppss  ttoo  hheellpp  iinn  DDaarrffuurr  

  
AAllmmoosstt  ttwwoo--tthhiirrddss  ((6644%%))  tthhiinnkk  CCaannaaddaa’’ss  aarrmmeedd  ffoorrcceess  

aarree  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  ttoooo  mmaannyy  eeffffoorrttss  aabbrrooaadd  
  

HHaallff  ooff  CCaannaaddiiaannss  ffeeeell  rreeaassoonnaabbllyy  iinnffoorrmmeedd    
aabboouutt  tthhee  DDaarrffuurr  ccoonnfflliicctt;;  tthhee  ootthheerr  hhaallff  ddoo  nnoott  

  
5522%%  tthhiinnkk  ffiinnaanncciiaall  aaiidd  iiss  nnoott  tthhee    

bbeesstt  wwaayy  ttoo  hheellpp  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  iinn  DDaarrffuurr  
  

From August 10 to 13, 2007, Angus Reid Strategies conducted an online survey among a randomly 
selected, representative sample of 1,075 adult Canadians. The margin of error for the total sample is  
+/- 3.0 %, 19 times out of 20. The results have been statistically weighted according to the most current 
education, age, gender and region Census data to ensure a sample representative of the entire adult 
population of Canada. Discrepancies in or between totals are due to rounding.
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[VANCOUVER – Aug. 21, 2007] – As the UN prepares to send peacekeepers into 
the troubled Sudanese region of Darfur, almost half of Canadians would support 
sending Canadian troops if the UN asked, a new Angus Reid Strategies poll has 
found. 
 
In the online survey of a representative national sample, 48 per cent of Canadians 
say that they would support sending troops to Darfur if the UN requested their help. 
However, a high number (40%) would not support a deployment.  
 
The divide may be caused by the feeling that Canadian troops are overstretched. 
Nearly two-thirds (64%) think Canada’s armed forces are committed to too many 
efforts abroad. As well, only about half of Canadians (48%) feel reasonably informed 
about the conflict in Darfur – the other half (46%) does not. 
 
However, over half of Canadians (52%) do not think providing financial aid is the 
best way to help the people in Darfur, perhaps suggesting that Canadians feel 
stronger action is a requisite to help in this case—but just not through Canada’s 
military means.  
 
More men (52%) than women (44%) agree with sending Canadian troops at the 
UN’s request, as well as those in households earning $100,000 or more a year, and 
those with university education or higher. Men also feel more informed than women 
about the conflict, and disagree much more that financial aid is the best way to help 
those in Darfur. 
 
Canadians aged 55 and up are also more likely to feel more informed than other age 
groups about the conflict, and strongly disagree that financial aid is the best way to 
help. They are also very likely to think Canada’s troops are committed to too many 
efforts abroad. 
 
By political leanings, Conservative supporters (55%) feel more informed about the 
Darfur conflict than the Liberal (48%) or NDP voters (45%). They are also most likely 
to think that financial aid is not the best way to help.  
 
However, while Conservative supporters are less likely to feel Canada’s troops are 
overstretched, they are the least likely to support sending Canadian troops to help in 
Darfur if the UN asked. Liberal (56%) and NDP (53%) voters are much more in 
favour. 
 
Related links:  
 
Pick human rights over free trade, say Canadians 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=86 
 
Gender gap grows over Afghan mission 
http://angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=83 
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48% feel reasonably informed about  
the Darfur conflict; 46% do not 

Q. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 
I am reasonably informed about the conflict in Darfur 

   Region Gender 

 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 10% 9% 11% 5% 11% 11% 8% 13% 7% 

Moderately agree 38% 41% 30% 40% 41% 35% 41% 39% 38% 

Moderately disagree 25% 28% 21% 34% 30% 19% 17% 25% 25% 

Strongly disagree 20% 16% 34% 20% 12% 28% 25% 19% 22% 

Not sure 6% 6% 4% 2% 7% 7% 9% 4% 8% 

Total Agree 48% 50% 41% 45% 51% 46% 49% 52% 45% 

Total Disagree 46% 44% 55% 53% 42% 47% 42% 44% 47% 

 

  Age Household Income 
Vote in next  

federal election 
 

Total 18-34 35-54 55+ <$50K $50-99K $100K+ Con Lib NDP 

Strongly agree 10% 8% 10% 12% 9% 7% 14% 12% 10% 8% 

Moderately agree 38% 26% 37% 53% 34% 41% 45% 43% 38% 37% 

Moderately disagree 25% 27% 26% 22% 26% 28% 24% 28% 30% 29% 

Strongly disagree 20% 34% 19% 9% 23% 19% 14% 12% 16% 22% 

Not sure 6% 5% 9% 4% 7% 4% 3% 6% 6% 4% 

Total Agree 48% 34% 46% 65% 43% 49% 59% 55% 48% 45% 

Total Disagree 46% 61% 45% 31% 49% 47% 39% 39% 46% 51% 
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52% do not think providing financial aid is the  
best way to help the people in Darfur  
Q. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

Providing financial aid is the best way to help the people in Darfur 

   Region Gender 

 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 6% 3% 4% 7% 7% 6% 2% 4% 7% 

Moderately agree 26% 24% 21% 26% 31% 25% 18% 24% 28% 

Moderately disagree 30% 28% 26% 30% 28% 33% 35% 30% 30% 

Strongly disagree 22% 28% 35% 16% 20% 22% 12% 29% 16% 

Not sure 16% 17% 14% 21% 14% 14% 32% 13% 20% 

Total Agree 31% 28% 24% 33% 37% 30% 20% 28% 35% 

Total Disagree 52% 55% 62% 46% 48% 56% 47% 59% 46% 

 

  Age Household Income 
Vote in next  

federal election 
 

Total 18-34 35-54 55+ <$50K $50-99K $100K+ Con Lib NDP 

Strongly agree 6% 6% 4% 7% 5% 6% 5% 4% 9% 6% 

Moderately agree 26% 25% 24% 29% 24% 29% 25% 25% 31% 36% 

Moderately disagree 30% 31% 30% 29% 34% 27% 32% 30% 30% 26% 

Strongly disagree 22% 19% 23% 24% 18% 24% 26% 25% 19% 13% 

Not sure 16% 19% 19% 11% 19% 14% 11% 16% 10% 19% 

Total Agree 31% 31% 28% 37% 29% 34% 31% 29% 41% 42% 

Total Disagree 52% 50% 53% 53% 52% 51% 58% 55% 49% 40% 
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64% think Canada’s armed forces are committed  
to too many efforts abroad  

Q. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 
Canada's armed forces are committed to too many efforts abroad 

   Region Gender 

 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 29% 29% 20% 26% 30% 31% 34% 29% 28% 

Moderately agree 36% 42% 31% 39% 33% 37% 36% 34% 37% 

Moderately disagree 20% 14% 26% 18% 25% 19% 9% 20% 20% 

Strongly disagree 8% 4% 19% 12% 6% 9% 2% 11% 5% 

Not sure 8% 11% 5% 5% 7% 5% 20% 5% 10% 

Total Agree 64% 71% 50% 65% 63% 68% 70% 63% 65% 

Total Disagree 28% 19% 45% 30% 30% 27% 11% 31% 25% 

 

  Age Household Income 
Vote in next  

federal election 
 

Total 18-34 35-54 55+ <$50K $50-99K $100K+ Con Lib NDP 

Strongly agree 29% 24% 30% 32% 29% 28% 22% 22% 29% 29% 

Moderately agree 36% 36% 35% 36% 34% 36% 38% 38% 36% 41% 

Moderately disagree 20% 22% 18% 21% 16% 24% 27% 26% 25% 16% 

Strongly disagree 8% 10% 7% 7% 8% 8% 10% 8% 7% 8% 

Not sure 8% 8% 10% 4% 12% 3% 4% 6% 4% 6% 

Total Agree 64% 60% 65% 69% 64% 65% 60% 60% 65% 70% 

Total Disagree 28% 32% 26% 28% 24% 32% 36% 35% 32% 24% 
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48% would support sending Canadian troops  
to Darfur if the UN requested it  

Q. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 
If the UN asked Canada for military support in Darfur, I would support sending Canadian troops to help out 

   Region Gender 

 Total BC AB MB/SK ONT PQ ATL Male Female 

Strongly agree 17% 17% 17% 11% 18% 20% 7% 20% 14% 

Moderately agree 31% 29% 30% 39% 33% 26% 34% 31% 30% 

Moderately disagree 21% 19% 17% 26% 21% 25% 9% 18% 23% 

Strongly disagree 19% 26% 25% 17% 18% 16% 20% 22% 16% 

Not sure 12% 9% 12% 8% 10% 13% 29% 8% 16% 

Total Agree 48% 46% 47% 50% 51% 46% 42% 52% 44% 

Total Disagree 40% 45% 41% 42% 39% 41% 30% 41% 39% 

 

  Age Household Income 
Vote in next  

federal election 
 

Total 18-34 35-54 55+ <$50K $50-99K $100K+ Con Lib NDP 

Strongly agree 17% 18% 18% 14% 17% 18% 22% 17% 15% 20% 

Moderately agree 31% 31% 30% 32% 27% 34% 34% 33% 41% 33% 

Moderately disagree 21% 21% 18% 25% 22% 18% 25% 22% 18% 23% 

Strongly disagree 19% 17% 18% 23% 19% 20% 14% 16% 20% 11% 

Not sure 12% 12% 16% 6% 15% 10% 5% 13% 6% 13% 

Total Agree 48% 49% 48% 46% 45% 51% 56% 49% 56% 53% 

Total Disagree 40% 38% 36% 47% 41% 39% 39% 38% 38% 34% 
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Angus Reid Strategies is a North American full-service polling and market research firm which is a 
leader in the use of the Internet and rich media technology to collect high-quality, in-depth insights for 
a wide array of clients. Dr. Angus Reid and the Angus Reid Strategies team are pioneers in online 
research methodologies, and have been conducting online surveys since 1995. Located in 
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, and Montreal, our team of specialists provides solutions across every 
type and sector of research. 

 
Angus Reid Strategies polls are conducted using the Angus Reid Forum online panel 
(www.angusreidforum.com), which is recruited via an industry-leading process that incorporates a 
randomized, widespread invitation approach and a triple opt-in screening procedure. The panel is 
maintained through state-of-the-art sampling techniques and frequent verifications of personal 
identity, contact information, and demographic characteristics. This premier online survey platform 
presents respondents with highly visual, interactive, and engaging surveys, ensuring that panel 
members provide thoughtful and reliable responses. 
 
Angus Reid Strategies has been successful in predicting the outcome of this year’s provincial 
elections: 

In Quebec: http://www.angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=37 
In Manitoba: http://www.angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=56 

 
More information on the way Angus Reid Strategies conducts public opinion research can be found 
at http://www.angusreidstrategies.com/uploads/pages/pdfs/ARS.ARF_WHITE_PAPER.pdf  
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For more information, please contact 

our spokesperson listed in the footnote. 
 

Copies of this poll are available on our website: 
www.angusreidstrategies.com 


