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ABORIGINAL PROTESTS

RAIL BLOCKADES UNJUSTIFIED,
SAY CANADIANS

Over half of Canadians (56%) believe Aboriginals are
unjustified in blocking railway lines
over land claims disputes

Nearly seven-in-ten of Canadians (68%) believe the
government should speed up the land claims process

Two-thirds (67%) say native leaders should be penalized
if federal money used for blockades

Three-in-five (60%) agree federal government should
do more to alleviate native poverty

From May 22 to 23, 2007, Angus Reid Strategies conducted an online survey among a randomly
selected, representative sample of 1,097 adult Canadians. The margin of error for the total sample is
+3.0%, 19 times out of 20. The results have been statistically weighted according to the most current
education, age, gender and region Census data to ensure a sample representative of the entire adult
population of Canada. Discrepancies in or between totals are due to rounding.
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[VANCOUVER - May 31, 2007] — Recent Aboriginal protests over land claims do not
have the support of most Canadians, a new Angus Reid Strategies poll has found.

In the past few weeks, Aboriginal groups have blocked railway lines to protest slow
negotiations on over 800 native land claims. But in the online survey of a
representative national sample, over half of respondents (56%) say these blockades
are unjustified, with 44 per cent saying such actions are completely unjustified.

Canadians over 55, and those voting Conservative in the next federal election, are
much more likely to say the blockades are completely unjustified, with this response
coming from 58 per cent and 68 per cent of these groups respectively.

Earlier this month, Indian Affairs Minister Jim Prentice warned native leaders of
financial penalties in the event federal money is used to plan blockades. Two-in-
three Canadians (67%) share Prentice’s opinion, with high agreement coming from
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, and Quebec. Conservative voters (85%) are also
highly likely to agree.

However, the vast majority of Canadians express sympathy with Aboriginals
regarding the core issue behind the blockades. Nearly seven-in-ten Canadians
(68%) believe that the government should speed up existing Aboriginal land claims
disputes. Liberal voters and those from Ontario and Manitoba and Saskatchewan are
most likely to agree with this sentiment.

And overall, Canadians are very sensitive on the inadequacies of native
communities. Three-in-five (60%) believe the government should do more to deal
with poverty in Aboriginal communities. Support is especially high from those in
Ontario, the Atlantic provinces, and Liberal and NDP voters. Conservatives are
markedly split on this issue,

In general, those with university education are especially sympathetic to the
aboriginal cause. Compared to other educational groups, a relatively high
percentage of respondents with university education believe native land claims
should be dealt with faster, that blockades are justified, that aboriginal leaders
should not be penalized for using federal money for blockades, and that the
government should do more on native poverty.
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Angus Reid Strategies is a North American full-service polling and market research firm which is a
leader in the use of the Internet and rich media technology to collect high-quality, in-depth insights for
a wide array of clients. Dr. Angus Reid and the Angus Reid Strategies team are pioneers in online
research methodologies, and have been conducting online surveys since 1995. Located in
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, and Montreal, our team of specialists provides solutions across every
type and sector of research.

Angus Reid Strategies polls are conducted using the Angus Reid Forum online panel
(www.angusreidforum.com), which is recruited via an industry-leading process that incorporates a
randomized, widespread invitation approach and a triple opt-in screening procedure. The panel is
maintained through state-of-the-art sampling techniques and frequent verifications of personal
identity, contact information, and demographic characteristics. This premier online survey platform
presents respondents with highly visual, interactive, and engaging surveys, ensuring that panel
members provide thoughtful and reliable responses.

Angus Reid Strategies has been successful in predicting the outcome of this year’s provincial
elections:

- In Quebec: htto.//www.anqusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm ?fuseaction=news&newsid=37

- In Manitoba: http.//www.angusreidstrategies.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news&newsid=56

More information on the way Angus Reid Strategies conducts public opinion research can be found
at http://www.angusreidstrategies.com/uploads/pages/pdfs/ARS.ARF WHITE PAPER.pdf
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For more information, please contact
our spokesperson listed in the footnote.

Copies of this poll are available on our website:
www.angusreidstrategies.com
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